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Bright spot in’

coMEDIAN | S.Sider’s
bits get big laughs
as host winds down

BY MIKE THOMAS
mthomas@suntimes.com

is dead after this evening’s episode, but
the career of show writer Deon Cole
has never been more alive. ; :
After the veteran stand-up comic and South- :
Side native killed as a performer on the pro- ' 3 :
gram late last summer, he was invited to join its : i REL R
writing staff. Cole, who officially began his du- Conan 0'Brien will sit at the “Tonight
ties in Octaber, is the first black writerin- - ‘Show" desk one last time when he
AT i sthisevening.

l‘%miﬁ;ﬂ% conh'ihl-.ltions, Cole . 5

has appeared in several on-camera segments — i 0 ’Brlen:
Good night
to ‘Tonight’

including ones in which he likened O'Brien
(self-proclaimed “whitest guy on television”) to
ablack man, a ho and a pimp — that have de-
lighted audiences and earned him praise.
TVGuide.com hailed their hilarity, and opined
that NBC would do well to give Cole his own
late-night gabfest. '
“Wait a minute, Deon,” O'Brien says in the
“hg” sketeh. “I’'m a talk show host. I don't con- ; 3
sider myself a ho” NEW YORK — Conan O'Brien
“Oh, really, Conan,” Cole replies, his eyes _told NBC good riddance Thursday in
wide in mock incredulity. “Do you work at a $45 million deal for his exit from
“The Tonight Show,” allowing Jay
Leno to return to the late-night pro-
gram he hosted for 17 years. . s
Under the deal, which came less
*  than eight months after 0'Brien took
‘the reins from Leno, O'Brien will get
more than $33 million, NBC said.
The rest will go to his 200-strong
staff in severance.

¢ The Tonight Show With Conan O'Brien”

night? [0"Brien: ‘Yeah.] Is your job malding peo-
ple happy before they go to sleep? [Yeah.'] Do
you ever feel like everybody wants a piece of
you and no one cares {"Well, I kind of think,
yeah...] Has Charlie Sheen ever heen on your
couch? [‘OK, now, wait a minute! A couple of
times, yeah, a couple of times."] And do you give
a piece of your earnings to someone wha spon-
sors you and they don't do no work but they tell

you what to do? ["Well, yeah, but I still don't 'Brien will be free to start an-
think it's any reason ...1" other TV job after Sept. 1, NBC said.
‘While O’'Brien sputters his response, a large His final show will be tonight, with
; Tom Hanks scheduled to appear.as

red “HO” is stamped across the screen.
The streetwise, in-your-face bits aren't typi-
cal O'Brien fare, but that's part of their charm.
“That was vintage Deon,” says Raymond
Lambert, who hired Cole to perform at his now-

defunet South Loop comedy club All Jokes
Aside in the mid-80s. Gavin Polone. “While we have had

A 1 i Comedian Deon Cole was the first black writer in the history of “The Tonight Show.” C £
“It’s kind of interesting that he gets that op- A e Ty expressions of interest, we have not:
portunity, because his act is a little bit different. shock to me that he was able to do material ing and was about to.cover.the Winter’. .. had any substantive conversations.

” ¢

well as Will Ferrell — his first guest

as “Tonight” host last June. Leno will

return to “Tonight” on March 1.
‘What happens next for 0'Brien?
“We don't know;” said his manager,

It's very intelligent. I think it’s tailor-made for that was suitable for ‘The Tonight Show;” Olympies for O'Brien, the rug was yanked out with anybody. Ve
late night.” Cole was unavailable for aninter- Sculfield says. “It was just, was ‘The Tonight from under him — and everyone else on the O'Brien, Polone said, “wantsto get
view during this busy “Tonight Show” week. Show' ready for Deon Cole?” “Tonight Show" staff. . hack on the air, doing the show he’s.
Chicago-based stand-up and WGCI-FM~ Cole’s segments, Sculfield says, brought an “He's not really upset about it,” says Scul- - doing now, as soon as possible.”
(107.5) personality Tony Sculfield toured with edginess that was previously unseen in that field, who has been swapping text messages There has been much speculation
Cole, domestically and internationally, for many  hour . with Cole over the past week or so. “T think he that he could land at Fox, which lacks
years. R 1ty . Butall good things must end, and same.afuo «sfeelsibatwherever Conangoesphe’sgoingtor i a latg<nightishow, or Comedy Central.
«“Dreori 5 mgreat writer, so it wasn't really-aolie itheth far too hoom Justas Chle foundbhidfaot-s “sugedfnisenih  AA a1l galuntg 1es whad (9B ReARS



